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INTRODUCTION

Tl le noted American malacologist Albert Raymond Mead
(Figures 1-3) died in Tucson, Arizona, on 13 March
2009. An obituary is presented here by a foreign col-

league, friend and admirer, and Al Meads son, in order

to sketch a more complete picture beyond that published

in various short obituary notices (e.g.. Anonymous,

2009a-c; Bruggen, 2009; also in local newspapers).

Al, as he was affectionally known, was born on 17 July

1915 in San Jose, California. He earned his B.Sc. in

entomology in 1938 at the University of California at

Berkeley. From 1938 to 1940, Mead was at Cornell Uni-

versity (Ithaca, New York) where he was a Schaife

Scholar and a John Henry Comstock Scholar in entomol-

ogy. In 1940-1941, he was a graduate teaching assistant

at the College of Agriculture at Davis (which, in 1959,

became the University of California at Davis) and
worked at the Marine Biological Laboratory, Woods
Hole, Massachusetts. Returning to Cornell University,

Mead earned his Ph.D. in 1942. While at Davis, he met
a fellow student who became the love of his life, Eleanor

Morrow; they married on 8 February 1942, a marriage

that lasted 67 years until Als death.

In 1942, Mead entered the U.S. Army as a 2
nd

Lieu-

tenant in the Medical Administration Corps and
progressed to the rank of Captain. From 1943 to 1945,

he was Parasitologist for the Western African Service

Command (Inter-Allied Malaria Control Unit) in the

Gold Coast (now Ghana, West Africa) where he was

introduced to, and fascinated by, the study of the

Achatinidae, the giant African snails. During his stay in

Africa, Al befriended the Belgian scientist Dr. Joseph

Charles Bequaert (1886-1982), who was working for the

Belgian government as an entomologist. Following his

work in Africa, Mead was transferred to the South

Pacific theater of World War II where he continued his

work on the pestiferous Giant African Snail ( Achatina

fulica). It was there that he met Dr. Yoshio Kondo

(1910-1990), who later worked at the Bernice P. Bishop

Museum, Honolulu, Hawaii, and was a life-long friend.

After an honorable discharge from the U.S. Army at

the end of World War II, Mead was awarded in 1946 a

Postdoctoral Research Fellowship in Zoology at the Uni-

versity of California at Berkeley. In 1947, he subse-

quently obtained his life-long job as a Professor at the

University of Arizona in Tucson. In 1952, he earned a

Full Professor position and became Head of the Depart-

ment of Zoology in 1956. He stepped down as depart-

ment head in 1967. From 1967 to 1970, he was

Chairman of the University of Arizona Marine Sciences

Committee. From 1976 to 1980, Mead was the Associate

Dean of the College of Liberal Arts. Upon retirement

from the University of Arizona in 1985, Al became Pro-

fessor Emeritus, having served almost 40 years. He was

then able to devote all of his time to research of his

scientific passion, the giant African snails.

Mead served as the Ph.D. thesis chair for a number of

graduate students at the University of Arizona and also

served on the thesis committees for other graduate stu-

dents. Many of those developed into respected scientists,

one even becoming a faculty colleague of Mead at the

University of Arizona (Walter Miller).

Al Mead was a clear proponent of professional socie-

ties and the dissemination of science. He was Chairman
of the Pacific Division and National Vice President of the

American Malacological Union in 1957, and President in

1963. In 1958, he became a Fellow and then President

of the Southwestern and Rocky Mountain Division of the

American Association for the Advancement of Science,

and by 1987 he was honored as an AAAS 50-year

member. Mead was a Charter Member of the Arizona

Academy of Science and its President in 1957. He was

also a Charter Member of the Western Society ol

Malacologists and the Society of Invertebrate Pathology.

Internationally he played a role in the Unitas Mala-

cologica Europaea, later Unitas Malacologica —the world
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Figures 1-3. Albert R. Mead. 1, 2. In action in West Africa, 2" 11

lieutenant US Army (1943-1945). 2. As the world-renowned

achatinid specialist at the University of Arizona (1990s).

body of malacologists. This institution organized the

European Malacological Congresses, which evolved into

the International Malacological Congresses. Al and Elea-

nor Mead always attended and Al never failed to lecture

on his favorite achatinids, reason why many of his publi-

cations are abstracts of lectures at various meetings.

Although trained as an entomologist. Mead soon

devoted his attention to the mollusks. Initially he was

fascinated by the giant slugs of California (see his papers

of 1942 and 1943 which derive from his Ph.D. disserta-

tion; also I960) but his professional career blossomed

when he began researching the giant African snail in
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Hawaii. Dr. Bequaert encouraged Mead to investigate

the genitalia of the Achatinidae because he himself had

met with difficulties in delimiting the giant African snail

species on their shells alone. I ndeed, the holdings of the

family Achatinidae of most major museums usually were

(and still are) limited to empty shells. Preliminary work

by Henry A. Pilsbry (1862-1957) was the basis for Mead's

1950 work which established his fame as an achatinid

specialist. In subsequent years he worked on the biology

of the pest species Achatina fulica, publishing prolifically

on this subject. His authoritative 1961 book became an

instant best seller, and is now available on the Internet;

an important update was published in 1979 in a

multivolume book entitled “Pnlmonates.” He only

returned to his beloved achatinid genital anatomy in the

late seventies of last century; his 1979 paper was his first

paper in that field after his 1950 anatomical treatise). His

work in “economic malacology” (according to Alan

Kabat, in litt., a term not first coined by Mead, cf.

Bullen, 1905: 313) was published in the form of numer-

ous short papers and reports in sometimes obscure and

even ephemeral journals. At the same time, he also wrote

a very widely distributed article for Reader’s Digest

(1949), with translations in several other languages. We
have attempted to collate all publications and the list

below (partly based on Mead’s own notes) is as complete

and as accurate as possible.

Always searching for material, Al traveled around the

United States and later in western and central Europe,

trying to trace old and new achatinid material, particu-

larly type and preserved specimens. Some of these trips

at that time were quite adventurous, even crossing the

Iron Curtain into East Berlin (then in East Germany,

D.D.R., a communist state). Al, the ‘traveling snailsman'

as he termed himself, always accompanied by Eleanor

(who looked after accomodation and catering), made
prolific notes and subsequently borrowed material to

study and dissect at home. One of the important discov-

eries of those dissections was that the Madagascan genus

Leucotaenius was not an achatinid, but rather belongs to

the family Acavidae (1986). Thus, the Achatinidae are

not indigenous to this island. The museums actively

collecting achatinids (London, Tervuren, Leiden) were

repeatedly visited and the senior author has fond memo-
ries of these sojourns. When in Leiden, the Meads
always bedded down in a little local hotel not far from

our (ACvB) house, Het Witte Huis (The White House)

in Oegstgeest, the name of which appealed to Als sense

of humor.

The significance of Mead’s research in the Achatinidae

not only encompasses his detailed anatomical and sys-

tematic work, but also his recognition ol the conse-

quences of trying to control Achatina (and other

non-native mollusks) when they were introduced into

new regions. At times his views were controversial but

his opinion was always based on the results of careful

research. After Pilsbry, Mead was the first to study the

genital anatomy of the achatinids from a phylogenetic

point ol view. The identity ol the shells ol the giant

African snails is not always easily established and details

of the genitalia are frequently required for conclusive

species identification. Al Mead supplied these data and

put them in context.

Al Mead was a successful taxonomist and in the course

of his studies he introduced 1 1 new taxa in the mollusks

and two in insects. These are enumerated below.

Regarding eponyms, it is surprising that there are only

two (which should be remedied in the near future!):

Archachatina (Tholachatina) meadi Bequaert, 1950,

Bulletin of Museum of Comparative Zoology 105 (1):

204 (Tanzania); Sonorella meadi Miller, 1966, The
Nautilus 80: 50 (Arizona, USA) [anecdotal information

supplied by Mead himsell is that this species is charac-

terized by a small penis!]. Achatina eleanorae Mead,

1995, was named by Mead after his spouse. Much of his

data in the form of notes, drawings, etc., are still

unpublished; these have been deposited in the archives

of the National Museumof Natural History, Leiden, The
Netherlands (now part of NCB/Naturalis —The National

Centre for Biodiversity).

We appreciate the editorial suggestions from Alan

Kabat (Washington, DC) and one anonymous reviewer

for materially contributing to and considerably improv-

ing the manuscript by paying close attention to details.
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LIST OF NEWMOLLUSKTAXA INTRODUCED
BY A.R. MEAD
(all Gastropoda Pulmonata, one subfamily three genera, six

species, one subspecies)

Bequaertina, 1994, Bulletin of the Natural History Museum,

London, Zoology 60 (1): 18, type species Achatina graueri

Thiele, 1911 (East Central Africa from Zimbabwe to east-

ernmost DRCongo and Uganda) (Achatinidae).

brachi/phallus , Ariolimax califomicus, 1943, American Mid-

land Naturalist 30: 696 (holotype in California Academy

of Sciences, San Francisco) (California) (Arionidae).

Bmggenina, 2004, Zoologisehe Mededelingen Leiden 78 (25):

443, type species Archachatina sandgroundi Bequaert,

1950 (Rift Valley from Zimbabwe to Rwanda and Tanzania)

(Achatinidae).
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Brownisca, 2004, Zoologische Mededelingen Leiden 78 (25):

445, type species Archachatina neumanni Thiele, 1933

(Sudan and Uganda to Somalia) (Achatinidae).

Callistoplepinae , 1994, Bulletin of the Natural History

Museum, London, Zoology 60 (1): 18, type genus

Callistoplepa Ancey, 1888 (Equatorial Guinea to western

DRCongo) (Achatinidae).

dolichophallus, Ariolimax, 1943, American Midland Naturalist

30: 689 (holotype in California Academy of Sciences, San

Francisco) (California) (Arionidae).

eleanorae, Achatina (Lissachatina), 1995, Journal of Molluscan

Studies 61: 265 (holotype in The Natural History

Museum, London, U.K.) (East Africa, offshore islands of

Tanzania) (Achatinidae).

kilbumi
,

Cochlitoma, 2004, Zoologische Mededelingen Lei-

den 78 (25): 425 (holotype in Natal Museum, Pieter-

maritzburg, South Africa) (South Africa, Pondoland)

(Achatinidae).

pilsbrui Mead and Miles, Pallifera (Pancalyptus), 1960, The
Nautilus 74: 75 (holotype in California Academy of

Sciences, San Francisco) (Arizona) (Philomycidae).

puylaerti
,
Archachatina ( Calachatina ), 1998, Journal of African

Zoology If 2: 125 (holotype in Zoologisches Museum
Berlin, Germany) (Togo) (Achatinidae).

wigleyi , Cochlitoma , 2004, Zoologische Mededelingen Leiden

78 (25): 439 (holotype in Natal Museum, Pietermaritz-

burg, South Africa) (South Africa, NE. of East London)

(Achatinidae).

LIST OF NEWTAXA OF INSECTS INTRODUCED
BY A.R. MEAD
(all Coleoptera Chrysomelidae, 2 subspecies)

magistrigata, 1938, Donacia subtilis, Pan-Pacific Entomologist

14 (3): 113 (holotype in California Academy of Sciences,

San Francisco) (California).

occcidentalis , 1938, Donacia distincta , Pan-Pacific Ento-

mologist 14 (3): 114 (holotype in California Academy of

Sciences, San Francisco) (California).
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